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RESPONSE TO ELECTION/RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 



Sir: 



In response to the Election/Restriction Requirement of March 18, 2004, applicant hereby 
elects Invention I, directed to claims 1-31, with traverse. 

In addition, the Examiner indicated that if Invention I is elected, a further election of 
species is required. The Examiner set forth a five-way species election requirement, including 
species A-E. Applicant hereby elects the invention of Species A with traverse; claims 1-5, 12, 
13, and 18-20 read on Species A. It is respectfully submitted that Species D and E are searchable 
with Species A. Figure 1 of the subject application is directed to a ribbed structure, with Figures 
3 and 4 showing alternative cross-sections for the rib designs. The same search for the rib 
structure of Figure 1 would also cover the structures of the Figures 3 and 4 without undue 
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burden. It is thus respectfully submitted that the grafts of Figures 1, 3 and 4 constitute one 
species and that species is hereby elected. Claims 1-13 and 18-20 correspond to the grafts of 
Figures 1, 3 and 4. 

Favorable action is earnestly solicited. If there are any questions or if additional 
information is required, the Examiner is respectfully requested to contact Applicant's attorney at 
the telephone number listed below. 



Respectfully submitted, 




HOFFMANN & BARON, LLP 
6900 Jericho Turnpike 
Syosset, New York 11791 
(973) 331-1700 



